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Audio-HVAC Subdisplay/
Clock Has Wrong Time
NOTE: This article applies to ’04–05 TLs and 
’04–05 TSXs with the navigation system.

Is the time on the audio-HVAC subdisplay/clock 
not matching the time on the audio-HVAC display 
module? If this is the case, you need to 
synchronize the two clocks. Here’s how: 

1. Press the SETUP button on the display 
module. From the Set-up Screen, select 
2 or 4. Then select Time zone/clock. 

• If the time is off by exactly 1 hour, check if 
the daylight savings setting is on or if the 
time zone setting is right for your area.

• If the Set-up Screen time matches the time 
on the subdisplay/clock, but both times are 
wrong, touch the Reset button on the 
screen. This clears any adjustments that your 
customer might have made with the + or -  
buttons from the Clock adjustment screen. 

• If the time on the subdisplay/clock doesn’t 
match the display module time on the 
Clock adjustment screen, there could be a 
communication problem. Go to step 2.

2. Go into the diagnostic mode (see section 22 of 
the appropriate S/M for details). Select 
Functional Setup, and then H/U Time Send. 
Make sure you’ve selected ON, then touch the 
Set button. You may need to keep doing this 
last action until the H/U time send completes. 
If the two clocks still won’t sync, then go to 
step 3.

3. Check the 10P connector between the 
subdisplay/clock and the display module. 
Look for loose terminals, and check for any 
opens or shorts in the wires. Repair the 
connector if needed.

Check the Oil Jet Hose for 
Damage When Adding ATF
Here’s something we need to really emphasize 
from last month’s article “Replenishing ATF on 
Vehicles With A/T Oil Jet Kits.” Every time you 
add ATF, make sure you check the oil jet hose 
carefully for damage and replace it if needed. 
Step 1 in that article stressed only being careful 
not to kink or pull on the hose when you’re 
detaching it. Never reinstall an oil jet hose if it’s 
bad; it’s an invitation for a come-back.

’05 MDX Has New Spare Tire 
Hoist and Wheel Nut Wrench
The spare tire hoist and the wheel nut wrench on 
’05 MDXs aren’t the same as the ones you’ll find 
on earlier models. The hoist shaft is now a 
4.8 mm penta drive instead of a 19 mm hex 
drive. The wheel nut wrench also has a special 
recess in its socket to fit this drive. You must use 
this wrench to lower or raise the hoist; no other 
tool will work.

NOTE: The Parts Catalog has wrong P/Ns listed 
for the spare tire hoist and the wheel nut wrench 
for the ’05 MDX. When ordering, use this info 
instead: 

Spare Tire Hoist: P/N 74711-S3V-A11              

Wheel Nut Wrench: P/N 89211-S3V-A11

HIMs Available From Special 
Tool Loan Program
If you’ve been following ServiceNews, you’re 
probably aware you can configure the Honda 
Interface Module (HIM) for use as a drive 
recorder. It’s a great way to chase down those 
elusive or intermittent DTCs. It lets you collect  
snapshot data for diagnosis exactly when the 
symptom happens. Your customer does the 
driving, and you don’t even need to go along for 
the ride! 

If it’s not practical, though, to leave the HIM with 
your customer, you can borrow one from the 
Special Tool Loan Program for a nominal charge. 
Call American Kowa Seiki at 800-824-9555.   
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Sport Suspension Kit Alignment Specifications
Doing an alignment on a ’04 RSX or ’04 TL equipped with the Sport Suspension Kit? Keep in mind the 
alignment specs aren’t entirely the same as the standard specs in the S/M. Refer to this chart for the proper 
specs on these vehicles. 

New Software for HDS: 
Version 1.015.006
During the week of November 22, 2004, all Acura 
dealerships were sent a new CD containing HDS 
software version 1.015.006. This new CD has an 
aqua label (looks like a familiar brand of 
aftershave) that reads “Honda Diagnostic System 
Installation Disk (VER 1.015.006), November 
2004.” Your system administrator should have this 
software already loaded onto the master server.
Here’s some important info on 1.015.006:
• Includes software updates for the HDS Tablet, 

the new HDS Pocket Tester, and the iN 
workstation. 

• The function tests for the ’05 RL SH-AWD have 
been added.

• The body electrical function tests have been 
improved.

Windshield Washer 
Maintenance Tips
Windshield washers play an important part in 
driver safety and convenience. When Mother 
Nature gets nasty, they can rack up a lot of usage 
and, consequently, a lot of wear and tear. Here are 
some handy tips to ensure the washer system in 
your customer’s vehicle is in top operating 
condition: 

• Check the washer fluid level. Make sure the 
washer bottle is filled to the proper level. If 
you need to add fluid, always use Honda 
Windshield Washer Concentrate Cleaner & 
Antifreeze (P/N 08798-9025). Don’t use plain 
water; it’s just not a very good cleaner. The 
Honda washer fluid also works as an 
antifreeze so the washer bottle doesn’t freeze 
up in cold weather.    

• Check the washer fluid concentration. 
Use a hydrometer, and adjust the washer fluid 
concentration level if needed. You’ll find the 
concentrate mixture levels listed on the Honda 
bottle.

• Check the washer nozzle aim. Make sure 
the washer nozzles are aimed correctly.

Standard Suspension Sport Suspension Kit

Front Rear Front Rear

’04 RSX Camber 0° ± 45′ - 0° 45′ ± 45′ - 0° 30′ ± 45′ - 1° 20′ ± 45′

Caster 1° 30′ ± 1° N/A 1° 30′ ± 1° N/A

Toe-In 0 mm  ± 3 mm 2 mm +2/-1 mm 0 mm  ± 3 mm 2 mm +2/-1 mm

’04 TL Camber - 0° 30′ ± 30′ - 1° 00′ ± 30′ - 0° 40′ ± 30′ - 1° 20′ ± 30′

Caster 3° 17′ ± 45° N/A 3° 17′ ± 45° N/A

Toe-In 0 mm  ± 2 mm 2 mm ± 2 mm 0 mm  ± 2 mm 2 mm ± 2 mm
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XM Satellite Radio Messaging at a Glance
This article applies to ’05 MDXs, ’04 3.5RLs, ’05 RLs, ’04–05 TLs, and ’05 TSXs equipped with XM satellite 
radio.

Here’s a cool chart that shows the various messages you might see on the XM satellite radio display. It also 
gives you the meaning(s) of each message and what action(s) you should take.

Message Displayed What It Means What You Should Do

LOADING XM radio is getting the audio or program information. Wait for XM to finish loading.

OFF AIR This channel has stopped broadcasting. Try a different channel or wait for 
programming to resume.

UPDATING XM radio is being updated with the latest encryption 
code.

Wait until the encryption code fully updates. 
Use Channel 0 or 1 in the meantime.

NO SIGNAL The satellite signal or terrestrial signal is too weak at 
your current location.

Move your vehicle to where there is a clear 
view of the southern sky or you get better 
reception.

CHECK ANTENNA
or

ANTENNA
or 

ERROR

The input from the satellite antenna, terrestrial 
antenna, or both, is either shorted to ground or open.

* Install a known-good XM receiver.
* Install a known-good XM antenna.
* Make sure the XM antenna 

connections (satellite and terrestrial) to 
the XM receiver are correct.

* Replace the XM antenna cable.   

-----
(Some channels)

* This channel number doesn’t exist.
* Your subscription doesn’t include this channel.
* This channel doesn’t have any artist or title 

information. 

* Switch to another channel.
* Add this channel to your subscription.
 

-----
(All channels)

*There’s no communication between the XM receiver 
and the audio unit.

* XM radio can’t be selected.

* Do the XM receiver input test.
* Check terminal fit on the audio unit and 

XM receiver.
* Check the audio unit to XM receiver 

communication wire for a short, open, or 
both.

* Install a known-good XM antenna, XM 
receiver, and audio unit one at a time.
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